THE TYPICAL AMERICAN                                 197

and manners, superstitions and ideals. But politically he has more
in common with a far-away American in Florida or California than
with his next-door neighbour in Canada.

Japan is said to imitate America. But in so far as America is
really American, Japan cannot copy her. What is unique to Ameri-
cans is their political nationality. That is what distinguishes an
American from a Britisher, or German, or Japanese; it is his nation-
ality. Not Christianity, not automobiles, not capitalism, not chewing
gum. A Japanese cannot be a national of the United States at the
same time that he is a national of Japan. In the crucial test of a war,
he cannot enlist in both armies. What a group, which is Japanese for
purposes of nationality, can acquire from another group, 'which is
American for purposes of nationality, is only that which, by its nature,
is unrelated to nationality and is, therefore, not American, but universal.
Similarly, an Oriental can acquire from an Occidental that which is
not Occidental but is universal.